St. Michaels MuseumOs Handicap Ramp

Over the past several years the museum has been fundraising to add an American
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant Handicap Ramp for the use of our visitors.

There have been several challenges, First: Wheravould the ramp be
located?

If we put the ramp in the front of the Sewell House, the brick courtyard that both
the Sewell House and Cheney House share would be covered with 240 of wooden
ramp and the necessary wider porch. This would be very unattractive and the

door would have to be enlarged. Both would negatively alter the front of both
historic buildings. Several years ago, the idea of changing the entrance from the
Sewell House off St. MaryOs Square to the TeeTotum off E. Chestnut St was
raised. This change has seveal advantages: The DocentOs would have a clear view
of people approaching the museum, the existing front door does not have to be
enlarged, and the porch could be enlarged to accommodate the ramp with less
impact than for the Sewell house. Additionally with landscaping and brick walks
this would attract more visitors by making the Museum much more visible to the
public.

SMM Board Member, Architect Jennifer Martella, as a member of our Buildings
and Grounds committee, has worked with us on this project. She has generously
prepared the following design for the museum:
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Second How to build an attractive 24' wooden handicap ramp
attached to a historic building?
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The ramp will be accessed from E. Chestnut St and located to the right side of the
new porch in the front of the TeeTotum. The new porch will be the width of the
TeeTotum and 60 feet in depth (ADA). It will be built to match the form of the
building and be available as a speakerOs platform for museum activities. The right
front door is wheel chair accessible and does not need to be altered, so the two
doors will remain in symmetry.



1. The heavy, required, lumber of the ramp will be partially veiled by
painting the ramp after the treated lumber has dried (in approximately 6
months) with a green stain that mimics the existing holly bushes to itOs
right.

2. The ADA handicap Ramp handrail requirements have typically been met
with vertical spindles using 420 high, 2x2 wooden spindles located 40 apart
as shown below:
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Instead, we are planning to use an ADA horizontal rail design with a few
features to help the ramp fit in with the Teetotum:

A round top guardrail 420 from the ramp floor,

Possibly smaller posts, reinforced to allow a smaller diameter,

A smaller round middle rail, 360 from the ramp, to soften the
overall impact of the ramp. We may also incorporate a slight

curving of this middle rail to mimic exterior features of the
TeeTotum building.

A small round bottom rail to protect the chair wheels.

(You can visualize these changes to the typical ADA ramp wih
horizontal handrails pictured below):

level landing ——— ramp —— level landing
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Thanks to an initial grant from Christmas in St Michaels and your generous
support of the project, we have sufficient funding to begin the porch and ramp
but will need additional funds to complete the approach wal kway from Chestnut
and the surrounding patio. The final ramp design will be sent out to our members
and friends in a future newsletter.

We plan to have the ramp with the new porch and entrance available for the May
1st opening of the museum!!

Thanks againfor your loyal support
Jeff Fones
Vice President



